GOVERNMENT AND PARLIAMENT

party were not the 'friends of Nasser' but the critics of Sir Anthony
Eden.

Nor is this process necessarily limited to foreign affairs. In 1929
Mr Baldwin as leader of the Opposition agreed on the announcement
of Dominion status for India.1 In 1930 the Labour Government set up
a committee including Liberals and Conservatives 'to advise as to the
policy to be adopted at the forthcoming Disarmament Conference'2
and in 1931 it consulted the Opposition on the financial crisis of that
year.3 Where there is opposition between the two Houses, compromise
is the obvious solution, as on the Irish Church Bill of 1868-9,4 the
Education Bill of 1870,5 the Ballot Bill of 1872,* the Franchise Bill of
i884,7 the Education Bill of I9o6,8 the Parliament Bill of 1910-11,9 and
the Home Rule Bill of 1913-14. The influence of the Sovereign can
obviously be used to secure the first steps towards consultation.10

Further, agreement may be made with the Opposition to secure the
settlement of a question which has so long divided political parties that
an agreed solution becomes necessary. Lord Morley pointed out that
the repeal of the Test Act in 1828, Catholic Emancipation in 1829, the
repeal of the Corn Laws in 1846, and the extension of the franchise in
1867 were secured by party co-operation,11 though these are examples
of co-operation on the floor of the House rather than 'behind the
Speaker's Chair'. Mr Gladstone's hope that the Conservatives would
deal with Home Rule in 1886 in the same way was doomed to dis-
appointment. The Liberals were compelled to wait thirty-five years for
Conservative conversion. A more unusual arrangement was that where-
by Lord Palmerston governed the country with the secret acquiescence
of Lord Derby from 1860 to 1866 een societe anonyme'.12 It was

1  Life of Neville Chamberlain, p. 172.

2  Lord Templewood, Nine Troubled Years, pp. 117-18.

3  J. H. Thomas, My Story, p". 195.                   4 See above, pp. 382-3.
5 Life of Lord JRipon, I, pp. 226-8.

Letters of Queen Victoria, 2nd series, II, p. 223.
7 Life of Gladstone, in, pp. 135 et seq.\ above, p. 383.

Life of Sir Henry Campbell-Banner man, II, pp. 307-11; Life of Lord Lansdowne,
p. 356; Life of Randall Davidson, I, pp. 726-9.
9 Life of Lord Oxford and Asquith, I, pp. 285-93.
10 See above, pp. 382-90.                      " Life of Gladstone, in, p. 257.

" G. Saintsbury, Lord Derby, ch. viii.

502